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Mr. Getta of Potchefstroom spoke in Gujarat! and supported the
Second Resolution.
MR. ESSOP MIAN
The task of moving the Third Resolution fell to Mr, Essop Mian,
who said:
British rule in the Transvaal is worse than the regime in Russia. I myself went
to Pretoria to wait on Mr. Duncan, who made many promises, but has fulfilled
none of them and has betrayed us. It is necessary for us to send a deputation to
England. We shall raise an outcry there, but if the Imperial Government does
not listen to us, we shall go to gaol. I have been in the Transvaal for nineteen
years, but never before have I seen such oppression as during the last three years.
MR. E. S. COOVADIA
Seconding this Resolution, Mr. Ebrahim Salejee Goovadia made
the following speech :
The chairman and others have already spoken on the Draft Asiatic Ordi-
nance, so that little remains for me to say about it. This much is certain : wherever
the subjects of a State are free from tyranny, they are happy and both the rulers
and the ruled are relaxed. The late Boer Government, at the instigation of
these same British friends, enacted oppressive laws before the war; being rather
kindly disposed towards us, that Government did not, however, enforce them.
Thanks to their kindness, we were quite happy until the war with the British
broke out. Now that our [British] Government had won control of the Colony,
we were hoping that we would gain all the rights, since the Government had
also given us assurances to that effect, but unfortunately, what we see today
is quite the opposite, and they are enacting insufferable laws against us. It is,
of course, our duty to submit to all the reasonable laws that the Government
may make in the public interest. But such is not the case. Since the present
Government assumed power in the Colony, they have placed, upon us in parti-
cular, one severe restriction after another. All these we have suffered so far,
but now we have had our fill. Just as a river in spate can take in no more and
overflows its banks, so also can we no longer stomach oppressive laws. We should
therefore take strong measures against the Draft Ordinance, though we are told
that the law is designed for our benefit as we are British subjects. To this I
would only answer, 'By these laws, you are not making of us British raiyat, but
maiyafl-S I therefore support the resolution moved by Mr. Essop Mian to send
a deputation as soon as possible to England and to put up a stiff resistance.
Mr. A. E. Wania of Krugersdorp supported the resolution, and
Mr. Manilal Desai of Pretoria spoke in favour of it.
THE GAOL RESOLUTION
Even as Mr. Hajee Habib rose to speak, the audience greeted him with
cheers. His speech was so caustic and impassioned that even those who
did not know Gujarati said they could follow its purport. Now and then,
Mr. Hajee Habib used English anecdotes. The audience was greatly
roused by his speech of which the following is a summary:
The Fourth Resolution is the most important of all. Everything depends upon
it. There is no disgrace in going to gaol; rather it-is an honour. Only a few people
knew of Mr. Tilak before he went to gaol; today the whole world knows him.
1 "Not subjects bat corpses'*